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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Madeira Alumni Inspire Elementary School Students 

Madeira Elementary School invited four Madeira graduates to speak at their second annual #MadeiraStrong 
assembly December 20. The honored alumni spoke to third and fourth-grade students about how Madeira City 
Schools prepared them for their future paths, and encouraged them to persevere.   

Lydia Seiter '15, overcame struggles with mathematics and is now majoring in Chemical Engineering at Ohio 
University. She has interned in medical technology and helped pass environmental bills through the OU 
Senate. She addressed perseverance and the need to positively impact the world. 

Sam Frayer '14 is majoring in Communication Studies at Ohio University where he is a member of the 
basketball team, as he was at Madeira. He shared the importance of belonging to a team and being a good 
teammate, even if you aren’t always a star player. 

John McNally '17 dreamed of becoming a renowned tennis player when he was a student at Madeira. He has 
gone on to compete in the Junior French Open, Junior Wimbledon, and Junior US Open. His message was to 
work hard and always follow your dreams.  

Also speaking was Tom Walter '74, who spearheaded Madeira High School's new Athletic Center, as well as 
Perin Learning Commons' courtyard, concession stands, bathrooms, and 
numerous projects for the district. He spoke about his passion to give 
back to his school and community. 

The #MadeiraStrong program emphasizes the district’s culture of 
promoting positive student behavior and recognition. The assembly 
started in December 2016 as a way to share the accomplishments of 
Madeira alumni as a positive message to third and fourth graders - the 
leaders of their school. Their impact is summed up in comments made by 
two third graders after the assembly. Lilah Beers shared, “If you’re not the 
best, don’t give up and keep trying” to which Cameron Starr added, “A 
sprinkle of kindness can change the world.” 

A video of the entire presentation is posted on the district’s website, 
www.madeiractyschools.org. The #MadeiraStrong committee of Chris 
Flanagan, Jeanne Gulick, Stephanie Welt, and Melissa Fleming have 
already started making plans for the third #MadeiraStrong assembly 
slated for December 2018. 
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Pictured (l to r): John McNally, Lydia 
Seiter, Sam Frayer and Tom Walter.


